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Happy New Year! 

days.  December was definitely a month to remember, but not only for some of the worst flying weather in living memory.  Firstly 59 
club members and guests congregated in the Tipsy Nipper to celebrate Christmas and recognise some of the achievements of 2006. 
With 80 active students and 18 new PPL/NPPLs gained over the year, plenty of first solo certificated and PPL wings were handed out. 
Kate Grant was the deserved winner of the Student of the Year Award and the club recognised retiring Chairman Stewart Webb for his 
outstanding contribution and enthusiasm. 
A mere 36 hours later, hangovers were long gone as 21 members assembled for the 'Great Xmas Shopping Escape' flyout to Eshott. 
Fortunately the god's were on our side and despite probably the worst month of weather in years, we woke to the CAVOK conditions 
promised by the Met. Eight aircraft of varying shapes and sizes departed Fife in quick succession and soon had Scottish Information 
working for their money. Upon arrival at Eshott we were greeted with the usual Geordie welcome and a fine spread to ensure weights 
and balances remained marginal for the return journey. Whilst relaxing we were treated to an aerobatic display from a Yak 52. 
For those of you who have never been to Eshott, its a great destination if you want to go a bit little bit further than your usual trip round 
the block. The trip down the coast is very scenic and with two operational runways crosswinds are rarely an issue. Its all in open 
airspace and RT is very straightforward - provided you can understand Geordie ! However one word of warning, its a former RAF base 
and whilst much of the original runways are in situ, the current active runways are quite a bit shorter and narrower. 
Looking forward to 2007 my aim is get as many club members as possible to participate in flying activities. We have published an 
extremely active events calendar which hopefully will have something for everyone. We hope to make monthly club nights a regular 
event, some may involve speakers (volunteers & suggestions welcomed) however others might be no more than an informal get 
together for a beer and a natter. We also plan to hold more fly outs of varying distances, including regular 'bacon buttie' mini flyouts to 

help students and new PPL's broaden their horizons and confidence.                              Good Flying – Andy Reid 

2006 Goes Out On a High By the time you read this Christmas will be long past 
and I for one will probably be starting my ritual New 
Year's resolution diet for the third time in as many 

Eshott Fly-Out - Gallery 

Many thanks to Peter (ATC) and Pat (Catering) at Eshott 

What’s On Guide: 
 

January  

9
th

                  Committee MeetingTipsy Nipper 

24
th

                Scottish Aero Club Quiz Night 

27
th

 or 28
th

     Flyout  Cumbernauld – 1030 - 1230 

tbc                 Ladies Social Evening 

February  

6
th

                 Committee Meeting 

8
th

                Club Night - tba 

10
th

              Future Pilots Meeting  (ages: 14 –18) 

24
th

/             Flyout  Prestwick 1200-1630 (tbc) 

March  

6
th

                Committee Meeting 

8
th

                Club Night - tba 

13
th

             CAA Safety Evening 

24
th

 /25
th

     Flyout   (tba) 

29
th

             Quiz Night at the Tipsy 

tbc       Visit to RAF Leuchars 
 
Watch out for the regular Club Nights – we’re planning 
several social evenings with guest speakers.  
Watch the Noticeboard for details. 



 

News In Brief 
 

Congratulations to Jim 
Watt, Tayside Director, 
on passing the first 
module of his ATPL 
Exams. 

-------- 
Simon is now the 
Acting CFI at Fife. 

-------- 
Only one person at Fife 
is on the IMC training 
course at the moment – 
there’s still space if you 
are keen to do this 
rating. 

----- 
The Piper Arrow is 
available for flying if 
you’d like to convert 
onto this type.  It is 
based at Dundee but 
can be brought to Fife 
at weekends if needed. 

--------- 
Perth Aerodrome can no 
longer be used for flight 
training trips as it is no 
longer licensed. 

------- 
Instructor Gorm 
Moltke has left Fife to 
take up a flying post 
with Ryanair, and 
Claes Langfeldt is now 
flying with BMI Baby. 

------ 
Night Flying is going 
well at Dundee with 
some students finished 
the rating and others 
part-way through. 

---------- 

 
The 3pm flying slot 
will be available again 
from 20th January. 

Lovatt Fraser, founder of Tayside Aviation, will retire from the business in April this 
year.  Jim Watt will then take over as Managing Director of Tayside Aviation. 
John Stewart will become the Head of Training for Tayside, based at Dundee. 
For other news from Tayside Aviation, see the back page. 

Changes at the Top 

Flying Order Book to Be SignedFlying Order Book to Be SignedFlying Order Book to Be SignedFlying Order Book to Be Signed    
It’s that time of the year again – you need to read the Flying Order 

Book – kept in the greenhouse area – and sign to say you’ve read it 

and understood it.  The Book has been completely reviewed and 

rewritten recently by the Fife Instructors so it is well worth setting 

aside some time to read it thoroughly.  Remember, if you don’t read 

it and sign it, you shouldn’t be flying…..  

John Stewart, Chief Commercial Flying Instructor for Tayside Aviation has asked 
that we remind you that there are to be no unauthorised aerobatics nor any 
formation flying in Tayside Aviation aircraft.  You’ll find this requirement in the Flying 
Order Book.  Only persons who are trained in aerobatics, and have been 
authorised to fly aerobatics by an Instructor, may do so. 

No Aerobatics or Formation Flying 

Rejoining Instructions 
Your Annual Fife Flying Club subscription is due now – if you do not rejoin the club 
this will be the last Newsletter that you receive.  Remember that the Club 
Subscription is paid at the same time as the Insurance premium to cover the excess 
for flying Tayside aircraft – so you need to pay that anyway, so see Julia or June 
and pay your subs….. 

Scottish 
Aero Club 
Quiz Night 

 

Bravely, or foolishly, depending 
on your viewpoint, we’ve 
decided to send at least one 
team to Perth for the Scottish 
Aero Club Quiz night on 
January 24th.  This could be an 
opportunity for FFC to show 
how much we know…. or 
otherwise.  If you would like to 
take part, give your names to 
June or Julia.  If you want more 
information, speak to (or email) 
Andy Reid, Club Chairman. 

www.fifeflyingclub.co.uk 
Ian Thorogood has been beavering away in 
the background and has started to sort out 
the FFC website.  There’s more work to do 
but have a look at the work in progress, and 
if you have any suggestions for the site, 
speak to Ian. 

Flying Standards Book 
A Standards Document, which is an open book for all fliers at Fife, has been placed in 
the greenhouse beside the aircraft books.  If you want to raise any issue about the 
flying at Fife, the services, the airfield, etc, you can make an entry in this book – 
anonymously if needs be – and your issue will be discussed at the Instructor’s forum. 

The Grob G-BVHE has been based 

at Fife for a while now and is 

proving very popular for PPL hires.  

Why not give it a go? It’s a bit 

different from a 152 or 172 and 

 

Grab a 
Grob... 

FFC Fly-Outs.  Two fly-outs are planned in the next couple of months – 27
th

 January to 

Cumbernauld (“Grab a Bacon Roll” Trip) and 24
th

 February to Prestwick.  If you’re interested, 
put your name up on the sign on the noticeboard or let Julia or June at the desk know.  Come 
on students – take the plunge and come along.  See if your Instructor will do a Nav trip with 
you or talk to one of the PPLs and buddy up with them.  See the What’s On guide for times. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE NEWS 
 
Committee meetings will be held 
on the first Tuesday of every 
month in future (except for 
January, when the meeting will 
be on the second Tuesday).  
Members will be kept up-to-date 
on Committee discussions 
through this column, and please 
remember to bring matters to the 
committee’s attention for 
discussion at the meetings. 

 

 
AWARDS 

 
 

PPL PASSES 
None in December 

 

FIRST SOLO 
 

RANKIN CLARKSON 
NICHOLAS WATSON, 

SCOTT NICOL,  
CHRIS RITCHIE 
KATE GRANT 

 
Well done to all the above, and 
remember that names of all the 
PPL, CPL and NPPL passes for 
the past year will be added to 
the roll of honour board in the 
Tipsy Nipper in due course.  
Check the board out – it has 
been updated for 2006. 

Play the Game – No More No Shows 

As we said in the last Newsletter, the number of students flying at Fife is at an all-time 
high.  The five full-time instructors are being kept busy all the time, and slots are 
proving hard to get with less than two week’s notice.  However, there are a number of 
you out there who are not playing the game - by not turning up for your booked slots, 
and not letting the Instructors know in advance.  With so many people wanting to fly, 
it’s important that the instructors are given as much notice of a no-show as possible.  
They can then offer the slot to another student, or the aircraft to a PPL. 
 
If you think you won’t be able to make your slot, try to give as much notice as possible 
– at least 24 hours is best, but even an hour’s notice can often mean that another 
student can be found to fill the slot.  All you need to do is phone the desk and let them 
know – 01592 753 792.  If you have doubts about the weather, phone and speak to an 
Instructor.  Don’t assume that just because the weather is bad where you are, that there 
isn’t any flying at Fife.  There is talk that in future Tayside may make a charge for a no-
show where a call hasn’t been made to cancel a slot.  Let’s not let it get that far folks..... 

Eshott Fly-out – 

Aircraft Involved: 
G-BBTH  - C172 
G-BITF  -   C152 
G-BURD – C172 
G-BKUE –  TB9 
G-BVHE -  Grob 
G-EIWT  –  C182 
G-GBHI  –  TB10 
G-CDMT – Zenair 

Kate Grant –  
Student of the Year 

Kate Grant was presented with the 
“Student of the Year” award at the 
Christmas Dance on 15th December.  
The award was presented to Kate by 
the Instructors for her unflagging 
dedication to her flying,  her 
cheerful enthusiasm and 
commitment to the Flying Club and 
the support she has given its 
events.  Kate crowned it all on the 
23rd December when she flew her 
first solo as well…congratulations! 

Cessna 182 Syndicate 
forming 
Two Fife Flying Club members 
are planning to establish a small 
group around a Cessna 182 and 
are seeking further interested 
members. The 182 is a fast 
aircraft capable of transporting 
large loads over long 
distances and getting in and out 
of the shortest of strips. Minimum 
requirements would be a PPL or 
NPPL and at least 100 hours P1. 
Additionally, differences training 
will be required. If you are 
interested please contact Andy 
Reid or Andrew Brown. 

Bird Strike at Fife 

A Cessna 152 with an Instructor and Student on board had a bird strike (with a 
seagull) on final approach on January 8th.  A Pan-Pan was declared and the aircraft 
went around, doing a circuit at 200 feet before landing safely.  The windshield held, 
but was covered in a lot of “bird debris”. The airfield fire service responded 
“magnificently” according to the instructors and the fire engine was on the runway 
following the aircraft back to the apron after landing.  Ironically, the bird scaring gun 
ordered for the airfield arrived on January 9th.  Birds can be a problem at Fife and the 
resident Gulls and Crows seem to be very used to aircraft, and tend to sidle off the 
runway when aircraft are around rather than flying away.  Worth running through your 
head what action you would take if you ever had a strike in the circuit….. 

Well it is sad that he’s 
gone, he was a good 
mate and besides he 
owed me a couple of 
haddock… 

STORMY  
 
WEATHER 

 

 

The winter storms battered Scotland over the Christmas and New 
Year period, with the worst night being 31

st
 December.  Four aircraft 

at Cumbernauld were badly damaged, and one at Glasgow Airport 
ended up on it’s roof.  Reports suggest that three of these aircraft will 
be written off.  We’re lucky at Fife as all the planes are inside, but at 
Dundee the scramble was on to get everything inside before the 
weather hit.  Thankfully it was all done before the big blow started. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alan Laing – Newsletter Editor.   I’ve always loved aviation, but dodgy eyes meant I couldn’t get into the RAF.  I got part-
way to my PPL for Hot Air Balloons in 1986 and started flying Beagle Pups at Cranfield College in 1987, and got my PPL in 
1989.  I progressed onto C-172s and Pups at Sywell in Northants.  I lost my medical certificate in 1994 and couldn’t get 
back to flying Group A aircraft until the NPPL came along.  In between, I tried 3-axis and weight-shift microlights, as well as 
getting a Pilot’s Certificate for hang-gliders.  I requalified in Feb. 2006 on the 152, and was one of the original four FFC 
members who bought the TB9, G-BKUE.  Being involved in a syndicate has been the best thing I have ever done – I can 
thoroughly recommend it.   I’ve done about a third of my 220 hours in the past year as a result.  Ambitions for this year’s 
flying –  complete the AOPA  Aerobatics course and fly the TB9 from John O’Groats to Lands End….. 

Stewart Webb – Instructor Representative.  Stewart completed his PPL at Fife in June 2004 and joined the committee 
then.  In 2005 Stewart had a very busy year being chairman of FFC as well as completing his ATPL exams, his CPL and 
Instrument rating before training as an instructor again with Tayside Aviation.  Stewart has now been instructing at Fife for 
6 months and is also the only night qualified instructor on the team and remains on the committee.  (Editor’s Note – this is 
all Stewart submitted – he could have said a lot more.  Like how he was instrumental in organizing the very successful 
Open Day last July, how he is running early morning flying slots and IMC courses and NR courses and CPL Improver’s 
Groups and Radio Nav short courses and did a superb job of editing the Newsletter last year, as well as being one of the 
most enthusiastic supporters of the flying club……) 

Andy Reid – Chairman.    I’m sure quite a few other members can trace their desire to learn to fly to early versions of 
Microsoft Flight Simulator. I for one remember the fun of taking off from Meigs and flying around the Sears Tower in 
Chicago. Like many people, I don't think I ever did manage to land it again. I finally joined Fife Flying Club in 1998, gained 
my PPL in 2000 and have accumulated approx 200 hours, flying various Tayside aircraft including the C-152, PA28  and 
C-172. Recently I became a part-owner in the G-BKUE TB9 group. The freedom, flexibility and friendship afforded by 
group ownership has meant that I have flown a lot more hours in the past 6 months than ever before. I’m always keen to 
experience different types of flying and jumped at the chance to fly a Jodel on ski's in the French Alps and a C-180 on 
floats in Canada. I’m looking forward to expanding my horizons even further and with visits to Kirkbride, Mull, Orkney and 
Duxford on the cards, it promises to be a fun year ahead. 

Jim Watt – Tayside Aviation Director.   I served in the RN as a Navigator’s Yeoman and helicopter aircrewman on 
Wasps. I also obtained a Paragliding licence, flying off the Lomond and Ochil hills. Later, I worked part-time as a canoeing 
instructor/coach and met members of an expedition where Flexwing microlights were used to transport kayaks up a 
glacier.  So the flying game really started with a microlight gift voucher from Cumbernauld. I was hooked and did my first 
solo in April 1990.  I then bought a share in a Thruster microlight at Oban and obtained a microlight PPL in 1990.  I flew 
150 hours on microlights.  I completed my light Aircraft licence in Sept 1992 at Perth. I worked at Cumbernauld as fire 
crew/radio ops and was paid in flying time on the PA38 tomahawks. I then joined Prestwick Flying Club which had a PA28, 
Tomahawk and C152 as a group.  I did my IMC and Night Ratings in the USA in 1995.  In Dec 2002 we brought the TB10 
to Fife.  Best day, flying 6 types in one day;  C172 , Grob115 , PA28, Arrow, C182 RG and TB10. 

Julia Grant – Treasurer and Secretary. I have worked for Tayside Aviation for the last six 
and a half years,  and at present I am the Restaurant Manager following on a long career in the 
Hospitality and Catering Industry.  I have been involved with Fife Flying Club for the past five 
years as Secretary/Treasurer.  Editor’s note – Julia puts in a lot of work for the Club, supporting all 
the events and making sure there’s plenty of food and drink available from the kitchen, as well as 
doing all the admin on membership forms, subs, etc.     

Tayside Aviation are investing heavily in two new simulators – one 
to be based at Dundee, the other at Fife.  The Dundee machine 
will be a Alsim FMPT2, which can emulate 19 different multi-
engine large aircraft.  The smaller sim will be an Alsim G-Sim, 
which is a single seat simulator emulating single-engined aircraft.  
The smaller sim can be used for up to 5 hours towards a PPL – 
handy for those days when the weather isn’t good for flying the real 
thing.  There’s a control panel behind the cockpit that will allow the 
instuctor to fire all sorts of emergencies at the student – not just 
simulated engine failure.  The big sim at Dundee will be used for 
Instrument Rating training, and up to 40 hours out of the 55 hour 
IR course can be done on the simulator.  It’s hoped the Fife sim 
will arrive in March, and a scale of charges is yet to be worked out 
for both.  Check out www.alsim.com for more info.  Rumours of a 
twin-engined aircraft coming soon also continue, with a Seneca II 
being mentioned…….   

Meet the Committee Meet the Committee Meet the Committee Meet the Committee –––– Part 1 Part 1 Part 1 Part 1  Some of you have rightly pointed out that you don’t know who 

the Committee members are – well, here they are.  Stop them and have a chat if you see them….   (Editor’s note – I’ve had to cut these 

bios down in size hence any grammatical mistakes or omissions are my fault.  The rest of the committee will feature in the next Newsletter). 

Useful Websites and Addresses 

 

The instructors at Fife have their own email 
address:  instructors@taysideaviation.co.uk and 
Stewart Webb recommends www.ppluk.info for 
general information…. 

Simulators for Dundee and Fife 
 

 

Circuit Pattern at Fife…  Current students will be aware 

that there was a change to the circuit pattern at Fife instigated some 
time ago.  It seems some of the PPLs flying out of Fife may not be so 
aware – there is a diagram posted in the greenhouse – worth having a 
look before you fly next time…. 

Caption Competition 
See what you make of the photo above 
and send in your ideas for a caption….. 
Winner (and select runners up!) will be 
published in the next Newsletter.   
Date for articles for the next Newsletter: March 6

th
.  Apologies 

to Richard Street, there was no room for his Oshkosh article, 
and Dave’s Diary will return soon! 


